
“Because of that trucker, I have a future.”

Those were the words of a sex trafficking victim 
on the Truckers Against Trafficking training 
DVD. 

According to truckinfo.net, the trucking industry 
is a reported $255.5 billion industry. There are 
over seven million drivers on the road everyday. 

“These drivers are traveling the same roads that 
traffickers use to transport victims,” Lyn 
Thompson, Truckers against Trafficking 
communications specialist and co-founder says. 
“They could be an incredibly powerful force.” 

That was the idea 
behind a grass roots 
movement out of 
Texas called 
Truckers Against 
Trafficking. 

Lyn Thompson and 
her four daughters, 
along with a friend 
started Chapter 61 
ministries to fight 
human injustice, 
particularly human 
trafficking. At a 
conference they 
hosted, one of the speakers encouraged people to 
start at home; warn others about the risks and tell 
them about the signs. Thompson thought of her 
childhood growing up surrounded by truckers. 

“My parents had owned a small motel in El 
Paso,” Thompson said. “They were often in my 
home for morning coffee and rolls. They were 
good people.” 

According to the Polaris project, an estimated 
20.9 million people world wide are in the sex 
trafficking industry every year. 

These victims are forced to have sex for money 
and are threatened, beaten, raped and suffer other 
cruelties. It is a highly mobile business that 
generally moves victims from place to place. This 
can make it difficult for any one law enforcement 
agency to do something about it. 

According to the Alliance to End Trafficking and 
Slavery’s online summary of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act (TVPA) and 
Reauthorizations, legislature is improving, and 
law enforcement is starting to gain the training 

and knowledge of 
how to handle 
human trafficking 
rings. Still one of 
the biggest hurdles 
that needs to be 
conquered is to 
raise awareness 
about the problem 
in communities. 

Findlay has many 
groups who have 

recognized the problem and are working to do 
something about it. 

Truckers Against trafficking was in Findlay in 
September to share their message with two local 
trucking companies and the local Zonta club. 

Garner Trucking and Ohio Logistics hosted a 
Truckers Against Trafficking event that provided 
information to some of the Northwest Ohio larger 
trucking companies.
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“We invited most of Northwest Ohio executives 
to come in and learn about the program and then 
bring it back to their drivers,”Zimmerly says. 
“Marathon Oil Company came as well.”

TAT also brought their Freedom Drivers Project, 
or FDP, which is a 48-foot trailer mobile exhibit. 

“Truckers against trafficking works as a resources 
to the United States trucking industry to educated, 
equip, empower, and mobilize the over seven 
million members of the trucking industry to fight 
human trafficking anywhere they might see it 
along our nations highways and roads,” Thomas 
said.

They were also in attendance to speak at the 
international conference on human trafficking at 
the the University of Toledo.

According to the Ohio Attorney General’s 
website, the average age for a child to be at risk 
for becoming a sex trafficking victim in Ohio is 
14-years-old. 

This is why Findlay’s Center for Safe and Healthy 
Children is working to raise awareness for human 
trafficking. 

“One of the recommendations of former attorney 
general Cordray’s human trafficking task force 
was to recognize child advocacy centers and task 
them with making communities aware of the 
problem,” said Tom Blunk, director of Findlay’s 
Safe and Healthy Children foundation and a 
former Hancock county officer and detective. 

The foundation recently brought survivor and  
advocate  Barbara Freeman to speak to the 
community.

Blunk also tries to help raise awareness of 
children by speaking to schools when he can. 

“Trying to get into some middle schools is a bit of 
a hurdle,” Blunk says.

Blunk has been approached by school 
administrations who would like him to speak, but 

ask for it to be done without talking about sex.  

“I said I would be happy to, if they had any idea 
how to,” Blunk said. 

One of the topics that Blunk really likes to make 
kids aware of how finesse traffickers are finding 
their victims today: via the internet. 

Blunt identified two types of pimps. 

Finesse pimps are the traffickers who befriend and 
groom their victims. They develop a real 
relationship with the young teens they meet 
online. They relate to them, and try to find things 
they have in common. Victims will start to trust 
them, and then the trafficker will start to 
manipulate the young teen and isolate them. 
Eventually, they turn on them completely and turn 
into what is called a guerrilla pimp where they 
force them to  be prostitutes. 

Blunk discusses how important it is for the kids to 
be careful what they put online for all to read. 

“These kids will put their likes, their dislikes, and 
their problems on their Facebook and Twitter 
pages. It is easy for the these traffickers to find 
ways to relate them,” Blunk said. 

Blunk tries to give them signs that they should 
look for, like expensive gifts that are outside the 
normal, or someone being particularly too 
friendly that you really don’t know that well. He 
encourages them to talk to a trusted adult if they 
feel uncomfortable.

While some victims are abduction cases, a 
majority of the time, the children that are 
homeless, runaways, or been previously abused in 
their homes. 

According to the Ohio State Bar Association, a 
study that was commissioned by the Ohio 
attorney generals office in 2010, victims who 
were sex trafficked as children reported having 
experienced child abuse and neglect, having a 
close family member involved in the sex trade, 
suffering depression, being raped, having 



difficulty in school and being in proximity of 
those who bought or sold others for sex.

These girls came from one bad situation to 
another. They don’t have a safe place. 

“Truckers get a sticker that goes in the trucks that 
signals the girls that their truck is a safe place,” 
Zimmerly says. 


